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Search Report

The Search Report and Written Opinion

are generated and sent to the applicant

Decision

Oral Proceedings and/or Final 

decision

Legal support

Legal support during the

process

Machine Translation

Translation from any language 

into English

File Classification

Assigning the most suitable

CPC symbols

File Allocation

Ensuring the application reaches the 

best qualified division/examiner

Examination/Opposition

Iterative process, with communication 

between the examiner and the 

applicant/parties

Pre-Search

Automatic identification of potentially

relevant prior art documents

PATENT GRANTING PROCESS AI SUPPORT



A HUMAN-CENTRIC APPROACH

AI supports and complements human decision-

making ï but does not replace it.

ÂThe combination of human + AI provides 

best results in quality and efficiency 

ÂFinal decisions at the Office will be taken 

by human intervention

ÂAccountability and responsibility for such 

decisions remains with the Office in 

relationship to third parties, in line with our 

legal framework

EPO AI Policy

https://link.epo.org/web/about-us/transparency-portal/en-epo-ai-policy.pdf
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EXPLANAIBILITY OF THE CLASSIFICATION MODEL WITH LINKS TO EVIDENC E
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a) Auto-Cla AI explained

b) Section explained.

a)

b)
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MARKER PRE-SEARCH AI PROVIDER
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Automated Generated ANSERA Markers

Markers generated

(edge?, border?, edge-forming, border-forming) 
3D (means, system?, device?)

brick+ 3D (manufactur +, produc+)
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AI DIGITAL FILE REPOSITORY SUPPORT



epo.org

7

DRAFTER: AI CONTEXTUAL SUPPORT 



MINUTES OF ORAL PROCEEDINGS 

ï PILOT TO USE AI TECHNOLOGY

ÂPreparation of minutes of oral proceedings 

with the use of Artificial Intelligence

ÂPilot has started in May 2025

ÂExamination  and Opposition  oral 

proceedings

ÂHuman centric approach  ï division 

remains responsible for content of minutes

ÂWritten minutes remain the legally binding 

format (Rule 124(1) EPC)

ÂPresidential Decision & OJ  Notice 

published on 7/4

https://www.epo.org/en/legal/epc/2020/r124.html
https://www.epo.org/en/legal/official-journal/decision-7-april-2025
https://www.epo.org/en/legal/official-journal/decision-7-april-2025
https://www.epo.org/en/legal/official-journal/notice-7-april-2025
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LEGAL INTERACTIVE PLATFORM

The new Legal Interactive platform uses a Large 

Language Model to allow internal and external users to 

interact and search EPOs legal literature 

ÂEuropean Patent Convention (EPC)

ÂEPC Guidelines

ÂUnitary Patent-related provisions

ÂPCT-EPO Guidelines

ÂBoards of Appeal (BoA) case law

ÂBoA decisions
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wind energy generation EP

SEARCHING FOR PATENTS WITH ESPACENET

Smart search bar
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KEY FACTS ABOUT THE ESPACENET PATENT SEARCH TOOL

ÂMost visited area of our website

ÂFree of charge

ÂA worldwide patent data collection (> 100 patent authorities)

ÂData from 1782 to today

ÂClassified and indexed for easy retrieval

ÂEN as main search language + DE + FR

ÂLegal information from more than 50 patent authorities (not searchable)

ÂPatent and NPL citations (not searchable)

ÂFor beginners and experts
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SEARCHING FOR PATENTS WITH ESPACENET
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ESPACENET IN BRIEF

You can use Espacenet to:

Âsearch and find patent publications

Âfind solutions to technical problems

Âobtain an overview on a technical domain

Âtrack the progress of emerging technologies

Âsee who your competitors are or what they are developing

Âmachine-translate patent documents (Patent Translate)
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SEARCHING FOR PATENTS WITH ESPACENET
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SMART SEARCH

SEARCHING FOR PATENTS WITH ESPACENET



European Patent Office 14

Detailed views
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Bibliographic data
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Claims


